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Village Asthal Bohar Majra is located about 2 

km east of district headquarters Rohtak, 

Haryana. There is an ancient mound of 

archaeological importance in the jurisdiction of 

the village. A road west of Sri Baba Mast Nath 

University leads to the village. This site spreads 

over an area of about 50 hectares and is about 5 

m higher than the surrounding levels. The 

northern portion of the site is occupied by the 

present day village and southern portion is owned 

by Haryana Urban Development Authority 

(HUDA), Government of Haryana and Sector -26 

is proposed on the site. The western part of the 

site was given to Omax City (private builders). 

The southern portion of the site is totally 

damaged due to removal of soil and this was the 

most important area where the ancient mint and 

industrial activities were reported by the authors. 

The site had come to archaeological notice during 

the British period when an inscription was found 

from here (Mitra 1874:104-110). Minting 

activities at the site were first reported by Swami 

Omanand Saraswati in 1979 but he did not give a 

clear indication of the exact location of the 

minting area. Later a large number of 

Brahmanical and Jain sculptures of red 

sandstone were found at the site, now housed in a 

math of Athal Bohar. Recent explorations at the 

site by the researchers located the exact site of the 

minting area. Later, on information passed to the 

Archaeological Survey of India, salvage 

excavations were carried out (Mani and Sharma 

2014:312-317). During the excavation they found 

177 coin moulds and 1405 crucibles. The 

comparatively small numbers discovered were 

possibly because of the limited nature of the 

excavations. 

During our explorations a large number of coin 

moulds, Gurjara-Pratiharas, (Plates 8, 9, 10), 

small and large crucibles, glass bangles, cowrie 

shell, terracotta beads, and iron objects were 

collected. Inside some of the crucibles metal is 

still intact. Pottery recovered from the site 

included the short necked and medium necked 

jars, sharp edge bowls, vases, etc. In addition to 

red ware pottery, a few sherds of glazed pottery 

were also recovered. 

Recently another mint was also identified at the 

site that is located about 100 m west of earlier 

reported mint. Only three moulds were found 

here along with crucibles. Most of the area of this 

mint has been removed by the HUDA work while 

removing soil. On the basis of the ceramic and 

coin moulds this site can be date to early the 

medieval period. Coin moulds recovered from the 

site were used to cast asivarha type coins of 

Gurjara-Pratiharas ruler Mihira Bhoja. It is also 

well know fact that these coins were usually die-

struck not moulded. Further research on the 

coins moulds from the site can throw light on the 

various aspects of the manufacturing technique 

of the coins in ancient India. Apart from Asthal 

Bohar Majra; Mohanbari, Agroha (one mould), 

Harsh-ka-tila (one mould) are the other sites that 

yield coin moulds of this period. 



 

Plate 1: Ancient Mound of Asthal Bohar Majra 

 

Plate 2: General view of the mound, disturbed due to removal of soil 



 

Plate 3: Robbers trench, bricks removed by local people 

 

 

Plate 4: Coin moulds and crucibles 



 

Plate 5: Jain Saraswati recovered from site 

 

 

Plate 6: Glass bangles and other glass objects 



 

Plate 7: Pottery recovered from site 



 

Plate 8: Coin moulds with impressions 

 

 

Plate 9: Coin moulds with impressions 



 

Plate 9: Coin mould impressions 
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